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UNIT 500 Sectional 

Hot August Nights 

Transfiguration 

Church –Castro 

Valley-TCBC closed 

 

FBC – Fremont Bridge Club 

BC – The Bridge Club 

TBC – Tutoriale Bridge Club (0-300 MP) 

All Club acronyms are spelled out on the back 

page with addresses  

-----------------------STaC Week in Unit 500----------------- 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
 

 

 

Enthusiasm and anticipation, mixed with a little panic, are the 

emotions that fill these busy days just prior to our sectional. Plenty of 

preparation taking place and now all we need is a fabulous turnout of 

bridge players. I hope you will be one of them. If you don’t have a 

flyer, check our Unit 500 Website. Thanks, Bill, for providing the link 

to the sectional flyer.   
 

 

 

 

        -  August 7, 8, & 9 
  

August truly is a “silver” month. All points awarded at our sectional will be silver. Later in the 

month, August 24-30, the Great Western Summer Fun STAC II Sectional Tournament will be held 

at the bridge clubs. All points awarded will be silver and if you have a great game, you may place in 

the overalls and receive bonus points. Check this month’s Table Talk calendar for our participating 

clubs.     

 

Often we have a member who silently works behind the scenes and provides a special service for 

our unit. One of these is Hildegard Leslie. By now, you should have received the new directory. We 

are in debt to Hildegard for her tremendous amount of work, dedication and patience. She is 

constantly updating her files so if you have any changes or additions please telephone Hildegard 

510-793-4820 (of course, she is in our directory). We provide the directory, free of charge, to those 

who participate in our club games (members and non-members) and hope you will use this tool, as 

well as our website information, to find partners. Thank you Hildegard! 

 

 

Got to go! Co-chair Wayne and I have sectional chores.   
 

 

See you at the Sectional, 

 
Mary Ramos,  

Unit 500 President    
 

 

Unit 500 website: www.unit500.bridgeforyou.com 

 
Note:  Joyce Morrison is the Board Member responsible for hospitality (“sunshine”) and she mails condolences from 

Unit 500 to the families of unit members who have passed away and get well cards to those who are ill.  Please let her 

know when you hear about such players.  Telephone 510-728-1029 (leave a message if she’s not at home) or via email 

at joycebobmorr2K9@SBCglobal.net     



In the Money on the Tournament Trail 
by Jim Solomon 

 

Note: The information that appears in this column is gleaned from my reviewing the 

results for sectional and regional tournaments in District 21, as well as the occasional 

national championship. To make sure that I haven’t overlooked your name (and 

performance), or to let me know of tournaments that you played in outside of our district, 

please get in touch with me, at mailto:LSJ63@ix.netcom.comLSJ63@ yahoo.com or 

510-538-9889. 

 

 

Palo Alto Firecracker Sectional, Hyatt Regency Hotel, Santa Clara, July 1–5 
 

Two times a year a sectional tournament is held in Las Vegas (the Glitter Gulch Sectional); unlike many 

sectional tournaments that last only a weekend (e.g. the two-day Wine Valley Sectional reported on below), 

the Las Vegas sectionals last an entire week—as long as any regional tournament—and for that reason easily 

set attendance records, in terms of numbers of tables. Well, there’s now a sectional tournament held over five 

days once a year in the Bay Area that’s a rival to the Las Vegas events, and that’s the Palo Alto Unit’s (Unit 

503) Firecracker Sectional; this year’s edition set a new record for itself and firmly established itself as the 

second largest sectional tournament in all of ACBLland. 

 

South County members made an impressive showing in this year’s Firecracker, particularly in team games. 

In the Wednesday Evening Swiss Teams, Jianming Zhang & Bo Xiao were on a team that placed fifth in 

the A strat, and fourth in B. In the Thursday Evening Swiss, Richard Feinberg & Kunio Okui’s team was 

second overall and first in strat B. In the Friday Afternoon Swiss, Stephanie Singer & Co. tied for second in 

strat C. In team knockout action, Jey Jeyakumar’s team claimed second placed in bracket 1 of the 

Friday/Saturday Bracketed KOs, and a team that included Richard & Kevin Schoenfeld tied for third. In 

bracket 2 of the same event, a team that included your faithful correspondent came in third. In Saturday’s 

Bracketed Compact KOs, the all-South County team of Bob Hamilton, Valerie Byrne, and Charlie & Ann 

Conrad placed third in bracket 2. 

 

Over the weekend, Terry Terzian made his presence (and expertise) known, placing eighth overall in the 

Saturday Open Pairs. In the Saturday Afternoon Side Pairs, Ilya Chizhov  topped the C strat and also placed 

fourth in B and sixth overall; in the Sunday Afternoon Open Pairs, he managed a fourth in strat C. Finally, in 

the Sunday Swiss Teams, Bin Liang’s team placed sixth overall and second in the X strat in the A/X flight, 

and Jey’s team was tenth overall and third in X. In the B/C/D Flight, Darrell Fung and teammates were 

ninth in the top (B) strat.  

 

 

Wine Valley Sectional, Vintage House Senior Center, Sonoma, July 11–12 
 

Chuck Wong represented us nicely in this tournament. In the Saturday Open Pairs, he placed fifth in the A 

strat (i.e. fifth overall). He also played in the top (A/X) flight of the Sunday Stratiflighted Swiss Teams; his 

team came in fourth overall. 

 

 

Summer North American Bridge Championship, Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, 
DC, July 23–August 2 
 



Unit 500 was represented in two of the flights at this year’s Grand National Teams competition at the 

Summer NABCs. Bin Liang was a member of the District 21 Flight B team captained by my Rossmoor 

directing colleague Greg Vance. They won their first-round match by a resounding 131 IMPs and their 

second by 53; that got them to the semifinals, where they had a narrow 5-IMP lead halfway through the 

match but lost by 11 when the last board had been played. The same ultimate fate befell Qing Xia of Castro 

Valley, who was playing on the District 21 Flight C team. His team won their first-round match, holding on 

for a 117- to 109-IMP victory; won their second round when their opponents withdrew after Qing’s team was 

ahead by 92 IMPs at the ¾ mark in that match; and then lost in the semifinals in a see-saw match: ahead by 

48 IMPs after the first 12 boards, ahead by only 3 IMPs at halftime, ahead by 24 at the ¾ mark, but then 

losing by 11.  

 

The South County News 

by Jim Solomon 
 

Next Up: the South County Sectional 
 

It’s only a matter of days now until our annual South County Sectional tournament takes place, on 

Friday–Sunday, August 7–9. We expect you’ll be there, enjoying the bridge competition, meeting 

old friends and new people, indulging from our never-ending table of refreshments, earning silver 

masterpoints left and right, and—oh, yeah—helping out with one or more of the many tasks that 

make this tournament of ours work, and work so well: setting up on the first day, preparing and 

serving snacks, manning the partnership desk, breaking things down on the final day, and so on. If 

you’d like to help (we’d love you to help), please contact tournament co-chairs Wayne Bennett or 

Mary Ramos. 

 

 

Members on the Move 
 

We extend a formal welcome to Unit 500 to Jo(anne) Baumgardner of Fremont, a regular in the Thursday 

afternoon  Weekes Park Easybridge game in Hayward since the beginning of the year; she’s now an ACBL 

member. Welcome, too, to Susan Engelhart of San Leandro, also a recent new member of ACBL. 

 

 

Moving up the Masterpoint Ladder 
 

Congratulations to Bob Tharp, who’s now a Regional Master (100+ masterpoints); to Nuno Rebelo and 

Robert Bauman, both of whom have become Club Masters (20+ MPs), and to Sally Silvera, a new Junior 

Master (5+ MPs). 

 

 



Profile of      

  Zoe Foster 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The subject of this month’s profile is Zoe Foster.  As many of you know, Zoe is one of those rare 

people; friendly, outgoing and upbeat – after you talk to her, you leave happier than you were 

before!   

 

Some history:  Zoe was born in Nebraska and raised near Los Angeles, in the San Joaquin Valley 

and in Hayward.  She went to 35 different grammar schools as well as Pasadena College, where she 

majored in English.  She met her husband Robert at Hayward High School.   Zoe has one child, 

three grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. 

 

During her adult life she has traveled extensively including trips to Hawaii (4 times), New York (4 

times), New Orleans, Vancouver, Mexico, Britain (3 times), New Zealand, Portugal and the Panama 

Canal.  She has been on four of Terry’s cruises. 

 

Zoe was a stay-at-home mom, much to her daughter’s delight, and she volunteered at Girl Scouts, 

YWCA, Mother’s Club, Hayward Historical Society and Eden Youth Center.  She also volunteered 

with local political campaigns, using her many talents for organizing, recruiting and fundraising.    

 

Her bridge life began at the Castro Valley YMCA on Lake Chabot Road, and she still plays there 

each week with some of the same friends.  Her favorite partners are Lyn Rabello, Barbara Dabney 

and Sherard Wood. 

 

Zoe started playing in Terry’s games in 2004 and is now known as the world famous Tuna and Egg 

Salad maker for his games. 

 

Zoe became a member of the Unit 500 Board last year and has been active as the Novice 

Chairperson, encouraging new members in our Unit.   

 

What a life!    What a Woman!         

    

 

       -   Wayne Bennett    - 

 

 



Fremont Bridge Club 
 Mondays  10:30am 
Centerville Community Center 

3355 Country Drive 
Fremont, CA 94536. 
Director: Bill Hodges 
Phone 510-790-0496 

Special Games 

Aug. 10th Club Championship | Aug. 24th  STaC Game 
 
We’re here to stay! The name of the game has changed again but Joyce 
Vick’s spirit seems to decree that Monday bridge in Fremont will not 
buckle under. Bill Hodges is the new director of the ACBL sanctioned 
game now named the FREMONT BRIDGE CLUB. Chrystal Newell 
graciously consented to be his backup director. Games start at 10:30 a.m. 
and are held at the Centerville Community Center, 3355 Country Drive, 
Fremont. The bridge club’s parking lot is at the corner of Country Drive 
and Hastings. Hastings is one block west of Paseo Padre. Bill’s wife, 
Sharyn, has feasted the players with small sandwiches, lemon bars and 
other delicious treats. Bill’s web site for the club is 
http://billhodges.bridgeforyou.com. 
 
Special Games in August 

We are having a club championship in August on Monday the 10th at the  
regular starting time. STaC week starts at the end of the month so we’re 
having the first Summer STaC game in Unit 500, Monday, August 24th, 
10:30am.  
 
We look forward to seeing YOU at one of the games soon. .....Hildegard 
Leslie 



The Bridge Club 
 ASHLAND PARK COMMUNITY CENTER 

Thursdays 10:30am 
1530 167TH AVENUE 
SAN LEANDRO, CALIF, 94578 
 
ACBL Director: Bill Hodges 
Phone: 510-790-0496 
Email: hodges5894@yahoo.com 
Web: billhodges.bridgeforyou.com 
 
Special Games in August, 2009 

An upcoming Club Championship will be held Thursday August 13th and a 
STaC Game (Sectional Tournament at Clubs) on Thursday August 27th. 
Starting in July, 2009,  
 
Bill Hodges became the manager of the Thursday morning duplicate 
bridge game held at Ashland Park Community Center. Bill named the game 
“The Bridge Club”. The game at Ashland has run continuously since the 
mid-90s when Bill Slife was the manager. After Bill Slife, Chuck Seuser 
took over, then Chuck Wong and now Bill Hodges. Ashland has good off-
street parking and Bill provides excellent refreshments (thanks Sharyn 
Hodges). The players have a tradition of helping out with setup and take 
down of the tables and chairs every week. 



Unit 500 Easybridge Clubs      
 

                               Manager/Director: Jim Solomon  510�538�9889  
LSJ53@yahoo.com 

             Website:  http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com 

                       Fremont Easybridge Club 
                      Parish Hall, St. James’ Episcopal Church 

                              Tuesday Evenings  
          
Newcomer Lesson and Game (0–20 MP):  5:30–9:30 p.m. 37051 Cabrillo Dr at 
Thornton Ave 

   Intermediate Stratified/Limited (0–150 MP) Game: 6:00–9:30 p.m.    

Fremont 

   Hayward Weekes Park Easybridge Club 
Sponsored by the Hayward Area Recreation and Parks 

District (H.A.R.D.) 

Thursday Afternoons        Weekes Park Community Center 
  Newcomer Lesson and Game (0–20 MP):  12:30–4:00 p.m.          27182 Patrick 
Avenue 

  Intermediate Stratified/Limited (0–150 MP) Game: 1:00–4:00 p.m.         Hayward 
 
July has passed, and that means it’s time for Hot August Bridge, capitalized because that’s the 
name of the annual Unit 500 (South County) sectional tournament, on Friday through Sunday, 
August 7–9. This year the tournament’s being held in a new location, Transfiguration Catholic 
Church in Castro Valley. In both the pair games on Friday and Saturday mornings and 
afternoons and the Swiss teams on Sunday, the tournament organizers are offering separate 
sections for intermediate players and newcomers, offering you an opportunity to win silver 
masterpoints playing against others at your level of experience. This will especially be the case 
in the Sunday Swiss teams, which will be “bracketed”; you and your teammates will likely be in 
the lowest of the several brackets, offering you an even better chance of “scratching” (earning 
masterpoints). You can pick up a flyer for the tournament at either of our games, or find it on 
line at our unit website, http://unit500.bridgeforyou.com. 
 

August is also the month in which ACBL’s Western Conference holds it second club-based 
silver masterpoint tournament of the year, the second annual Summer Fun STaC (Sectional 
Tournament at Clubs). We’ll be holding a silver point game in each of our clubs: in Fremont on 
Tuesday evening, August 25th, and in Hayward on Thursday afternoon, August 27th. For each 
of these STaC games, the Western Conference charges $1.50; please bring that amount with 
you, along with our usual $7 card fee (correct change appreciated). 
 

Since our last report, the high masterpoint winners in the Fremont Easybridge Club have been 
Mickey Row and Jo Callahan; each will receive half a free play at an Easybridge game of their 
choosing. At Weekes Park the top MP earner again is Victor De Grande; he’ll receive a full 
free play. 
 



You’ll find complete results and special announcements for our games at our Unit 500 
Easybridge website: http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com(currently under reconstruction). 
 



Tri-City Bridge Club 
 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 

37051 Cabrillo Terrace at Thornton Avenue 

Fremont 
 

         Jim Solomon 

         Club Manager & Director 
           LSJ63@yahoo.com 

                 510-538-9889 
 

Club website: http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com 
 
Lots of special games at Tri-City this month, starting off right away on August 1st, when we’ll be holding our 
annual Summer Swiss Teams Festival. This will also be a Charity Club Championship game, with very generous 
masterpoint awards (and a chance to contribute a buck to the ACBL Charity Foundation). Let me know who will 
comprise your team—or if you need my help in forming a team; please let me know (see the contact information 
above). 
 
The following Saturday, August 8th, we won’t be holding any game at all. The reason? That’s in the middle of the 
annual South County Sectional tournament, and we’re honoring the non-competition and full-cooperation 
clauses of our charter with Unit 500. We expect to see each and every one of our regular players at the 
tournament in Castro Valley (we’ll be taking attendance!), and not just on Saturday. Come support our unit, earn 
silver masterpoints, and have a great time! 
 
Speaking of silver points: the last week of this month is the ACBL Western Conference’s second annual Summer 
Fun STaC—Sectional Tournament at Clubs. If Castro Valley was too distant a destination for you in the first 
part of the month, then here’s a chance for you to win silver points even closer to home. Come join our STaC 
game on Saturday, the 29th, for our pairs game (and bring an extra $1.50, which is what the Western Conference 
charges us for this game). 
  
And to round out the month, on Saturday, August 22nd, we’ll be presenting our third game in this season’s 
North American Pairs club-level qualifying process. Were you there for our second NAP game, on July 18th? If 
so, then you know what a terrific turnout we had, and the odds are you were among the pairs who won some of 
the 28+ red and black masterpoints that we awarded that day. If not, or if you didn’t attend, or if you did and 
would like more of the same, join us on August 22nd for our final NAP game! 
 
In that July NAP game, first place overall went to Bin Liang & Song Wang. First in the N/S direction were 
Steve Castellino & Paul Cornelius. Bob Locke & Wayne Miller claimed first in strat C overall. At the end of 
June we hosted a unit championship game. First place overall went to Saturday regulars Jey Jeyakumar & 
Venkat Sivasankaran. First is the E/W direction were Bill Cubley & Prakash Karamchandani. First in strats 
B and C overall were Nathan Wilmes & Simon Goldsmith. And at the end of July, on the 25th, we held an 
ACBL Charity Foundation Club Championship game. Topping the list of 20 players who won over 31 
masterpoints were Virginia Herring & Don Schrump (first overall); first in the B and C strats overall were 
Amy Wu & J. T. Wang, and first in the E/W direction were Jim Harper & Marty Holtz. 
 
The top masterpoint winner over the last reporting period (late June–late July) was Virginia Herring. She’ll 
receive a free play at a game of her choice. 
 



For more detailed results of all games, as well as announcements about special events and late-breaking news, 
visit our club website (you’ll find the address above; note that the website is currently under reconstruction). 



♣  ♦  ♥  ♠ 

 

JOIN US AT TUTORIALE  

299er BRIDGE CLUB 

 

FRIENDLY GAME EVERY WEDNESDAY, 

10:30 am to 2 pm
 

 

All players with less than 300 master points invited,  

BEGINNERS WELCOME!!! 

DIRECTOR:  CHARLIE CONRAD.  CALL TO GET A PARTNER (510) 

329-5916  or cconrad313@aol.com   

Only basic conventions allowed.  Very few 

alertable calls. 

 

Free coffee, tea, snacks available.   

Plenty of FREE parking. 
 

Tutoriale Center for Education  

20660 Redwood Rd., Castro Valley  
(Behind Wachovia Bank, corner of Castro Valley Blvd) 

 
Scores and announcements on our web site http://charlieconrad.bridgeforyou.com 



Schedule of Games & Locations 
The Bridge Club (BC) 

Ashland Community Center, 1530 167th Avenue, San Leandro  94578 

Thursday    10:30 am  Open/Stratified       Director:  Bill Hodges (790-0496)  

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fremont Bridge Club (FBC) 
Centerville Community Center, 3355 Country Drive, Fremont 94536 

Monday  10:30 Open/Stratified   Director:  Bill Hodges (790-0496) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fremont Easybridge Club (FEC) (0-150 MP)   
St. James’ Episcopal Church, 37051 Cabrillo at Thornton, Fremont 94536 

Tuesday        6:00 pm (5:30 Lesson)  Stratified/Limited (0-150 MP)  

Director: Jim Solomon  538-9889 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hayward Weekes Park Easybridge Club (WEZB) (0-20/0-150 MP)   
Weekes Park Community Center, 27182 Patrick Avenue, Hayward  94544 

Thursday       1:00 pm (12:30 Lesson)  Stratified/Limited (0-20/0-150 MP)  

Director: Jim Solomon  538-9889 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lakeside Bridge Club (LBC) 
San Lorenzo Park Recreation Center, 1970 Via Buena Vista, San Lorenzo  94580 

Wednesday 10:30 am  Open/Stratified     Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Marina Bridge Club (MBC) 
Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro  94579 

Tuesday      10:30 am  Open/Stratified & 199er     Director: Terry Terzian 581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Redwood Bridge Club (RBC) 

Kenneth Aitken Community Center, 17800 Redwood Road, Castro Valley  94546 

Monday  1:00 pm Open/Stratified & Non-Life Master Sections  (12:45 Lesson)  

Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tri-City Bridge Club (TCBC) 

St. James’ Episcopal Church, 37051 Cabrillo at Thornton, Fremont 94536 

Saturday    1:00 pm    Open/Stratified      Director: Jim Solomon 538-9889 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tutoriale Bridge Club (TBC) 

Tutoriale Center for Education, 20660 Redwood Road, Castro Valley 

Wednesday     10:30 pm  Limited  (0-300MPs)  Director:  Charlie Conrad (329-5916) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



2008 Unit 500 Board of Directors 

 

Bill Beeson 468-3590, Wayne Bennett 483-4889, Zoe Foster (925) 735-1932, 

 Carla Francis 582-5288, Marvin Griebrok 886-7021, Jan Hollowell 783-8678,  

Joyce Morrison 728-1029, Mary Ramos 537-4355, Isie Stefani (925) 485-3285  

Marilyn Tott  888-9368, Ann Vargas 886-5333  

 

District 21 Contract Bridge Forum Unitscope Reporter:   Jim Solomon 538-9889   

 

Table Talk Editor:   Carla Francis   582-5288  
 


