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FEC – Fremont Easybridge Club 
WEZB –Hayward Easybridge Club 
FBC –Fremont Bridge Club 
BC – The Bridge Club, Ashland 
TBC –Tutoriale Bridge Club 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
 

Thank you, Jan, for your kind words included in the 
March “Message from the Vice President”.  Jan 

mentioned the well attended February Swiss Teams 
Pizza event but we forgot to post the results in last 
month’s Table Talk. Below is a summary of the 
results. 

 
Looking ahead, it is time for our April 30 unit event:  

 
Congratulate the winners! The 2009 winners of the “Ace of Clubs” 
and the “Mini-McKenney” awards will be presented at our annual 
“Lasagna” Pairs Unit Game. Fees include lasagna, salad, bread, and dessert. 
Please join us for this Italian delight! No work on your part – just come and 
enjoy. The complete flyer and sign-up sheets are available at all the clubs. We do 
need a head count so please use the sign-up sheets. 
 
   
See you at the tables, 
 
 
Mary Ramos,  
Unit 500 President 



    *************************************************************************** 
 

              South County Unit Swiss Friday Aft Session February 5, 2010 
     RESULTS  
 
Overall Rank (OPEN)            
A   B   C   MPs 
1   1   1  5.95 Darrell Fung, Gary Minnig, Joel Teller, Robert Berger 
2   2      4.46 Jane Cupps, Jerry Cupps, Margaret Halland, Jane McCoy 
3          3.35 Franklin Lowenthal, Nick Wiebe, Crispin Barrere, Jean 
Barry 
4   3      2.51 Mary Ramos, Jan Hollowell, Bill George, Bert Hall 
5   4   2  1.88 Judy Allrich, Ivor Weller, Carla Francis, Wayne Bennett 
   
 
Overall Rank          
D   E   F   MPs 
1   1      2.40 Lori English, Anne Hermann, Joyce Morrison, Irene Keegan 
2/3  2          1.58(OD) Jim Groh, Lynn Groh, Adalgisa Harris, Nancy King 
2/3           1.58(OD) Bill Beeson, Sherard Wood, Sherry Beville, Susan 
Kovacevic 
4          1.01(OD) Rose Skorup, Joyce Harper, Sheila Angelo, Jean 
Bowerman 
5   3   1  1.08(OF) Pam Fisher, Gerry Fisher, Kate Hare, Joan Taugher 
    4      0.80(OE) Barbara Dabney, Dolores Richey, Carolyn Zeljak, Genore 
Schaaf 
        2  0.81(OF) Mary Lubin, Mike Lubin, Zoe Foster, Lyn Rabello 
 
             
**************************************************************************** 

 
Note:  Joyce Morrison is the Board Member responsible for hospitality (“sunshine”) and she 
mails condolences from Unit 500 to the families of unit members who have passed away and get 
well cards to those who are ill.  Please let her know when you hear about such players.  
Telephone 510-728-1029 (leave a message if she’s not at home) or via email at 
joycebobmorr2K9@SBCglobal.net     

 



The South County News 
by Jim Solomon 

 
Lasagna Next on the Menu 
 
Get your Parmesan, your chili flakes, and—oh, yeah—your partner and come to 
our next unit-sponsored event, our annual Lasagna Pairs on Friday, April 30th at 

11:30 at the Marina Community Center in San Leandro. See the flyer in this issue of Table Talk for 
more information. 
 
 
New Bridge Classes for the Spring 
 
It’s not too late to sign-up for my two new afternoon courses for the spring, both beginning on April 
6th at Merrill Gardens in Fremont: Bridge Basics 1, An Introduction (12:45–2:45 p.m.) and Bridge 
Basics 3: Popular Conventions (3–5 p.m.). Contact me for details: LSJ63@yahoo.com or 510-538-
9889. 
 
 
Members on the Move 
 
Welcome to Arnold & Cynthia George and Roy Grady, all of Fremont and now regulars in the Tuesday 
evening Fremont Easybridge Club game at Merrill Gardens. Welcome, too, to Charlie Tonelli of El Cerrito, 
another Fremont regular, and to Janet Kinney of Rossmoor (Walnut Creek). 
 
 
Moving up the Masterpoint Ladder 
 
Lots of movement on the masterpoint ladder recently. First, we have a new Gold Life Master (2500+ 
masterpoints) among us, Don Schrump, and a new Bronze Life Master (500+ MPs), Elaine Sandau. 
Sherard Wood is now an NABC Master (200+ MPs) and is threatening to become a Life Master very soon. 
Bev Chance and Ilya Chizhov have become Sectional Masters (50+ MPs), Gloria Uhl and Sharon Mistry 
have advanced to Club Master status (20+ MPs), and Susan Ward is a Junior Master (5+ MPs). 
 
 
 
In the Money on the Tournament Trail by Jim Solomon 
 
Note: The information that appears in this column is gleaned from my reviewing the results for sectional and 
regional tournaments in District 21, as well as the occasional national championship. To make sure that I 
haven’t overlooked your name (and performance), or to let me know of tournaments that you played in 
outside of our district, please get in touch with me, at mailto:LSJ63@ix.netcom.comLSJ63@ yahoo.com 
or 510-538-9889. 
 
 
San Mateo Spring Sectional, County Events Center, February 27–28 
 



In pairs action on Saturday afternoon, Rajan Jeyakumar & Richard Feinberg placed third in the B strat. In 
that evening’s Stratiflighted Pairs, Bonnie Janzen was on top of the X strat in Flight A/X and came in third 
overall. In the Sunday Morning Open Pairs, Ilya Chizhov placed fourth overall. 
 
In Sunday’s Stratiflighted Swiss Teams: Flight A/X: 9A: Jianming Zhang & Yanong Han achieved ninth 
overall, and in the B/C/D flight, Stephanie Singer’s team came in first in D, second in C, and second 
overall. 
  
 
B–E–R (Almost) Spring Sectional, Community Center, El Cerrito, March 6–7 
 
Unit 500 players made their presence known in the Saturday pairs. In the two-session Stratiflighted Pairs: in 
the A/X Flight Andrew Gumperz came in third overall, and in Flight B/C/D, Steve & Colette Castellino 
were fifth in B (i.e. fifth overall for that flight). 
 
 
Spring North American Bridge Championships, Grand Sierra Resort, Reno, March 11 – 21 
 
Almost three dozen South County members made their way to Reno for ACBL’s Spring 2010 
NABC, and two-thirds of them came away with masterpoints, some of them lots, and chief among 
them Rajan Jeyakumar & Richard Feinberg, with a tidy 37.98 each, thanks to winning bracket 5 
of the Thursday–Friday Knockout Teams and a second place, with teammates Doug Burke & 
Kevin Schoenfeld, in bracket 5 of the Jon Coffee Memorial Tuesday–Wednesday KOs. In that 
Thursday–Friday event, your faithful correspondent was on the second-place team in bracket 6. 
 
In compact knockout events, Stephanie Singer’s team came in third in bracket 3 on Sunday and 
Monday mornings, and Kaye Folsom & Jerry Brown did the same in bracket 10 of the consolation 
compact KOs of the first Saturday of the tournament. On Monday afternoon and evening, Kay & 
Jerry placed second in consolation bracket 6. In the A/X flight of the Second Friday Swiss, Kunio 
Okui’s team did very well: they came in first in the X strat and were fourth in A (overall). In the 
Second Sunday’s A/X Swiss (the final day of the tourney), Jun Shi & team tied for second overall, 
and Kunio’s tied for sixth in X. In that day’s B/C/D Swiss, a team that included me placed 15th 
overall. 
 
Our members also did well in Swiss teams events. Kaye & Jerry were eighth overall and third in the 
B strat in the First Sunday Senior Swiss. Stephanie and her teammates did very well in the First 
Saturday B/C/D Swiss: third overall and second in both strats B and C; in the First Sunday B/C/D 
Swiss, her team was fourth in C. In the Wednesday B/C/D event, Charlie & Ann Conrad tied for 
fifth overall, and Bill Cubley’s team was fourth in C.  
 
In pair events, Yanong Han placed 32nd in the prestigious Lebhar IMP Pairs on the first Friday and 
Saturday of the tournament. Stan Green was fourth in strat B in the First Saturday Side Pairs and 
tied for fourth overall (and was on top of the B strat) in the Judy Kay Daylight Open Pairs on the 
first Sunday. Andrew Gumperz, who accumulated almost 37 masterpoints over the ten days of this 
NABC, won 20 of them in one event, with a second overall in the Wednesday Open Pairs. He also 
tied for sixth overall in a Tuesday side game. A team on which he played also placed third in 
bracket 6 of the Second Friday Compact Knockout Teams. 
 



In the Intermediate/Newcomer room, Sam Srinivasan came in fourth in the C strat in the 299er 
pairs on both Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.  
 
Also making the trip Reno and winning masterpoints were Steve & Colette Castellino, Terry 
Terzian, Marty Holtz, Virginia Herring & Don Schrump, Darlene Mayhew & Norma Bozzini, Bo 
Xiao, Ivar & Betty Kvalnes, John Rollin, and Pam Fisher. Bev Chance & Barbara Watts also played 
there. 
 
 First Hand Report from the Vanderbilts by Kevin Schoenfeld 
 
I just got back from the March 2010 NABC in Reno and I had a wonderful experience playing in 
the Vanderbilt Knock Out Teams.  I, Kevin Schoenfeld, was on a 5 person team with Dan Raider as 
captain, Doug Burke, Richard Feinberg and Rajan Jeyakumar.  We were ranked 86th out of the 88 
teams registered. This meant that we had to win a qualifying round in order to be part of the group 
of 64 teams that would play the event.  Our qualifying opponent was the 5th ranked team in the 
contest.  It was the Cayne team.  James Cayne is the ex-CEO of Bear Stearns who lost his job partly 
due to the fact that he was playing bridge in Detroit when Bear Sterns was financially crumbling.  
He was playing with a professional player from Florida, Michael Seamon. Cayne filled out his 6 
man team with two world champion pairs: Alferdo Versace and Lorenzo Lauria from Rome, Italy 
and Krzysztof Jassem and Krzysztof Martens from Poland. Versace and Lauria are considered one 
of the top three pairs in the world.  They were on winning Vanderbilt teams in 1999 and 2004. 
Jassem and Martens were on the winning Vanderbilt team in 2008.  Both Polish players are book 
writers and I had read some of their books. (I figured this would be a big advantage as I would 
know all of their secrets!) 
 As I opened up the NABC Daily bulletin the morning of the match, what do I see?  Pictures 
of the Polish and Italian Pairs.  Dan, our captain, says that they put their pants on one leg at a time, 
just like us, and therefore we can compete with them. (Yeah right, then why aren’t our pictures in 
the centerfold!)   
 For the first quarter I played with Richard Feinberg against the world champion Italians.  I 
went into the room a few minutes before the start to find our table.  I met the Italians at the table, 
one a bit gruff and one, Versace, very friendly.  Versace had  plane problems getting to Reno and 
was suffering from the start of a cold.  (This could only be good news!)  We sat down, shuffled the 
cards and began to play.  There was only one problem.  I was so nervous that I was finding it hard 
to sort my cards without dropping them!  After a couple of hands, I felt comfortable and began to 
play some good bridge. 
 One major difference in this event is that all the players are good and the event is very long. 
The winner will play for 64 very intense boards per day for 7 straight days. I do not understand how 
it can be done.  I played 64 boards and was completely exhausted.  It took me some time to recover.  
In order to conserve brain usage, many hands are claimed after just a few tricks.  Several times on 
hands that I was declarer, the Italians would try the only possible route that might set the contract.  
And when that didn’t work, they would make gestures suggesting that there was no reason to 
continue playing the hand.  I was not going to argue if world champions wanted to concede the 
hand!  So the actual play of most hands was faster than usual. 
 For the last 3 quarters, I played with my long time partner, Doug Burke.  First, we took on 
the Poles for 16 boards and then back to the Italians for the final 32 boards. The two Poles were 
being very friendly.  But just after I finished playing and making a very difficult four spade 



contract, we all pulled out the cards for the next board when Jassem announces that “something is 
wrong.”  He calls the director and leaves the table.  Doug thinks that Jassem is going to complain 
about Doug’s bidding on the four spade contract. I think Jassem thinks I somehow cheated.  The 
director comes back to the table and asks us to continue.  We bid the next hand and the director then 
calls Jassem away from the table again.  The director then comes to the table and announces that the 
board was not shuffled at the other table and that the Poles had already played the hand. Jassem 
proved it to the director by telling the director every card his partner held! 
 During the third quarter, Doug and I played great bridge and truly outplayed the Italians on 
those 16 boards.  (Too bad it was a 64 board match!) The Italians started by bidding a small slam in 
spades without interference from Doug or myself. Now I ask you, would you double world 
champion bridge players who freely, and very scientifically, bid a spade slam!  I did!  Okay, I was 
holding the A,K,10,4 in the trump suit.  Down 3 for 800!  Doug and I also got to a diamond slam 
the Poles’ partners did not. I think we played those 16 boards without an error on bidding, playing 
or defense.  But somewhere in the following 16 boards we really began to tire.  On the next to last 
board, the Italians bid forever, all artificial bids giving exact distribution and strength of their hands.  
But I was too tired to go though every bid and get a full understanding of the auction.  They told us 
what the summary of the bids meant and, thankfully, it was very straight forward in the play of the 
hand. 
 I shook their hands after the final board, told them that I truly enjoyed playing against them.  
Versace apologized for his partner calling the director on me twice. (Even though both times the 
director calls were well deserved.) Our team went up to my hotel room to drink champagne.  We 
discussed the hands and were proud that we had made a good stand.  We lost by about 90 imps over 
64 boards against world caliber players.  We had done well.  And we will be back!  Ciao!  
 
 Postmortem: The Cayne team won two more rounds before losing in the round of 16 teams.  
Our team thanks them for the tough, friendly competition and wishes them all the best. 
 
 
 


