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HEC:  Hayward Easybridge Club 
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ASH:  Ashland Bridge Club 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
        

The Board of Unit 500 held its first meeting of the year with the election of 
officers.  All of the current officers agreed to continue and were re-elected for 
the year of 2013.  We are listed on the back of Table Talk with our phone 
numbers and would be happy to talk to you about any concerns or suggestions 
you have for our Unit.   

The year started off with a February 1st pairs event at San Felipe with 
complimentary pizza.  The calendar of events for the year has been posted on 
the website:  www.unit500.bridgeforyou.com  Please check for upcoming unit 

games, as well as our special events.  We encourage you to check this calendar frequently as some dates 
and locations change as conflicts occur.          

 

Our “Hot August Bridge” Tournament will be held this year in JULY! 

So mark your calendars now for July 19, 20 and 21, 2013.  The Summer Nationals in 
Atlanta, Georgia have taken the August dates.  Sectionals cannot conflict with National 
Tournaments.  Our tournament will be held at Transfiguration Hall in Castro Valley  
again this year. 

 

As we look ahead to the New Year, we hope to provide great bridge to our membership.  We’d like  to see 
greater attendance at the games we provide.  When you come to a game at one of our clubs, we want you 
to have a good time and an enjoyable game.  Our Unit has a zero tolerance which means that if anything 
makes you uncomfortable while you are playing in any of our clubs, we want to know.  Talk to our 
directors.  If I can help, talk to me. 

Several players have asked about ordering badges.  I am happy to tell you that Zoe will be taking orders 
again in March.  We enjoy seeing so many players with name badges and it really helps new players get 
acquainted.  

Finally, I’d like to say thanks again for all your good wishes, cards and phone calls – and it was great to 
finally get back to a game.  I was beginning to think I would forget how to play!  We are so fortunate to 
have such a welcoming, caring group of players.  My life is enriched by knowing you. 

 

Have a Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Jan Hollowell, President 
 
Note:   Ann Vargas is the Board Member responsible for hospitality.  She mails condolences to the families of unit members who have 
passed away and get well cards to those who are ill.  Please let her know when you hear of such players.  Phone 510-886-5333 (leave a 
message if she’s not home) or email Iwalk4fun@aol.com. 



The South County News – Feb 2013 
By Charlie Conrad 
 
This month's news is all about Tournament Performance: 
 
Monterey Clambake Regional 
In Flight A/B Pairs, Kevin Schoenfeld was first in B, Gary Peck 
and Doug Burke were first in B. 
In the Fast Pairs, Prakash Karamchandani finished first in C. 

David & Joyce Denyven were second in B in Stratified Swiss Teams. 
Bonnie Janzen and her team won the Senior Swiss Teams. 
 
San Francisco Sectional 
Andy Sass & Jonathan Sloves were fourth in Bracketed Teams V. 
 
Livermore Valley Sectional 
Prakash finished fifth in the Sat am Side Pairs. 
Finishing 9th overall in the Stratified Open pairs was Doug, while Bonnie was 10th. 
Vince de Pasquale, Virginia Herring, Margaret Halland & Joe Parker were third in Bracket 
II of the Swiss Teams. 
In Bracket V, Andy, Jonathan, Drayton Swartz & Terry Gardner were second. 
 
The Rumor Mill has been spinning wildly for several weeks.  We've heard from many players 
that the 15-17 range has been exempted from the required Announcement.  ACBL just informed 
us that THIS RUMOR IS FALSE!!  All 1 notrump range Announcements remain in full force.  
Please spread the truth. 
 
 

TWO COUNTRIES DIVIDED BY A COMMON GAME 
 

Some musings by David Carmichael written during his visit to California over the Christmas and New Year 
Holidays 2012/2013. 

 
1. Introduction 

 
I have played Bridge with great enthusiasm over recent years after I retired. This includes time spent in 
Pleasanton during my frequent visits to the USA. My home is really in Cambridge, England, but I now have a 
home from home with my friend Sue, a former High School sweetheart who has lived in California for 50 years. 
We met again at a school reunion after not having seen each other for 47 years! We are both widowed and now 
we share our lives on one side of the Atlantic or the other. 

 
I indulge my interest in the game by playing as much over here in California as I can, not quite as much as I play 
back in Cambridge but I’m working on that. 

 
I have been struck by the numerous ways in which the game, supposedly the same game played to the same rules, 
differs between England and America.  

 
2. Club structure and organization of games 

 
Most of the small clubs in England are members’ clubs run by a volunteer committee with a further group of 
volunteers who take it in turns to Direct the games. Many of these have attended Director training courses run by 
the English Bridge Union (EBU). The Club members decide what to charge as an annual subscription and what to 



charge for table money, and they generally operate in rented premises, village halls and the like. Directors are 
usually playing Directors who receive the handsome reward of a free play for that game! 

 
There are some bigger clubs in London, and probably most big cities, that run on a business basis and operate for 
profit with professional Directors but the majority of games are played in relatively small clubs with about 70 or 
80 Members and playing with maybe 6 to 12 tables per game. Many games are evening games. 

 
In the Cambridge area, the annual club subscription is the equivalent of about $25 and table money about $4. The 
EBU takes a small cut out of the table money (pay per play) and this means that Members of an EBU affiliated 
club are automatically Members of the EBU without paying any additional annual subscription to that body. The 
EBU operates in similar ways to the ACBL in terms of administering Master Points, organizing major 
tournaments and administering the game in general. 

 
One consequence of clubs being members’ clubs is that the members decide on the equipment they want to use. 
Cards tend to be newer, bidding cards and boxes tend to be newer and cleaner, boards are newer and don’t need 
elastic bands around them. Many of the clubs have dealing machines and have had them for several years and 
players like them, no shuffling at the table, completely random deals and hand records to take home and study 
afterwards. Sometimes, smaller clubs share a machine with another club.  

 
The Cambridge Club has been using Bridge Pads for a couple of years but their use has not yet become too 
widespread at the smaller clubs due to the cost. Generally, one of the Committee members will be the scorer for 
the club and be a licensed holder of a modern scoring software package such as ‘Scorebridge’ and will post the 
results on the club web site the next day and also email them to members. Most clubs still, therefore, use travellers 
and the scorer will take these home to work on them – the data on them is entered slightly differently, usually 
requiring the number of tricks taken by declarer to be entered rather than ‘Made’ or ‘Down’. This caused me some 
embarrassment when I first sat North in a game in California – if the contract was 3NT making 10 tricks, I 
inclined towards putting +1 in the Made column which made no kind of sense to anyone else at the table. 

 
Each club will have its own programme of competitions over the year. This will include normal weekly duplicate 
sessions for master points as in California but some days will be teams of four competitions, some days will be 
Butler scoring, and some days will be special competitions for club trophies – for example, most clubs will have a 
two session Club Championship Pairs event with a trophy and a prize being presented at the Annual General 
Meeting of the club. Some days are qualifying competitions for bigger events like the County Pairs 
Championship, or the National Pairs. There are also inter-club and inter-County team matches. There are of 
course County and National level events somewhat equivalent to Sectionals and Regionals in California. Club 
master points are black points, and County level and above are ‘green’ points and a certain number of each 
pigment is required for rank promotions.  

 
3. Master Points 

 
I was amazed to find that there is no international system for translating MP’s of one country to another and there 
is not much in common in the ranking system. I was asked by Larry Smith when I first went to play at Livermore 
how many points I had. I didn’t know exactly but I said about 50,000 – he was in awe and thought I was some 
kind of inter-galactic Grand Master! It soon became apparent that I was not, and that EBU points are 30 or 40 
times more than ACBL. For instance, coming first at a weekly club duplicate session might yield about thirty 
MP’s in England and maybe just one in California. After consulting the ACBL, Larry was informed that I would 
be given 2000 complementary ACBL points which would be used to determine my strat or level for competition 
entry, but they would not count towards a rank which must be earned in the local currency. So, I started as a 
Rookie member of the ACBL, maybe the Rookie with the most points, but still a Rookie. 

 
From that starting point, I have advanced a little but not significantly. I might reach Life Master one day if I keep 
coming over and playing regularly in the Bay Area – that would be a realistic target perhaps. Back home my Rank 
is National Master which is not as great as it sounds. My next rank would be Life Master and I think that is higher 
than Life Master here - I might just about get there if I keep fit and playing frequently and enter a few big 
tournaments (it will be almost as big a feat as beating my age at golf which is another of my ambitions.) 



 
In England, as yet, there is no system of stratification although I think the EBU is working on something like that. 
Games tend towards more Howell movements or Mitchell with arrow switching the last two rounds so that there 
is usually only one list of results for the game with MP’s going to about the top 30%. The ACBL system is good 
in that it allows developing players in B and C strats to accumulate points more rapidly. 

 
 

4. Bidding methods 
 

I find American bidding methods to be more standardized, or perhaps more disciplined, than in England. Most 
people play the same basic system, at least to the extent of 5 cd majors and a strong NT.  

 
Back home the old fashioned basic system is Acol (pronounced Ackol, not Aycol) and the Standard English 
system taught by the EBU is based on Acol. However, very few play it in its original form which requires all 2 
level openings to be strong. Most people play weak 2 openings in the majors but some play different meanings for 
minor suit 2 openings, Benjamin 2’s, Multi 2D, weak 2D, etc. This means that weak 2’s have to be announced as 
‘weak’ and 2C’s should be alerted.  

 
The majority of players use an Acol based system to the extent of 4 cd majors and a weak NT. However, there are 
significant numbers playing systems based on Standard American, and Precision is also popular. Hybrid systems 
like 5 cd majors with a weak NT are common. Mini NT openings are popular with some players and of course 
Cambridge University students like to invent their own systems! 

 
Use of the Stop card is required for any jump bid and may result in a Director call if not used.  The requirements 
for announcements and alerts are different. 

 
One thing that I think should be considered in America is the protocol at the end of the auction. In England, the 
procedure is to leave the bidding cards on the table until the opening lead had been selected, placed face down on 
the table and questions asked and answered. The auction is on display to be considered during this process and 
no-one needs to be reminded of it. The lead is then faced and the bidding cards removed. I sometimes leave my 
bidding cards out, by habit, until the opening lead has been played, and in America I am frequently told that I can 
“pick ‘em up”! When I apologise and explain that is what happens in the UK, I sometimes then hear “that’s a 
good idea, we should all do it”.  

 
5. Game time 

 
Most games in England that I know are evening games, maybe 7.15 pm start, 24 boards,10.30 finish, that sort of 
thing. This has the advantage that working people can play although I have to admit that the age profile of players 
is still fairly high. I think that working, and particularly commuting, patterns are slightly different - in England, 
most people work 9 till 5.30 give or take an hour or so either way, and not many get up at 4 am for an early 
commute to beat the rush, so getting home at 11 pm is not a late night, and an evening game of Bridge is quite 
acceptable. This also means that people have had their main meals and do not require an endless supply of coffee 
and snack food when out for an evening’s Bridge. Most clubs provide facilities for players to make themselves a 
cup of tea or instant coffee, and perhaps biscuits might be available although one club I know has banned biscuits 
on the basis that eating at the table helps to make the cards sticky and dirty! 

 
6. Conclusions 

 
I enjoy Bridge wherever and whenever I play. The numerous small ways in which the game differs in England 
from the game in America just add to fun. If I were to be asked in which country I preferred to play, I would say 
whichever country I am in. I think my favourite bidding system is now American 2 over 1. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

     ASHLAND BRIDGE CLUB 
              Ashland Community Center 
               1530 167th Avenue, San Leandro CA  
            Director:  Charlie Conrad 
 
              San Felipe Park Community Center 
                                      2058 D St., Hayward CA 
     Directors:  Charlie Conrad and Barbara Dabney 

 
THERE'S A GREAT BRIDGE GAME WAITING FOR YOU!! 

At Ashland, THURSDAY MORNINGS AT 10:30 
At San Felipe, FRIDAY  MORNINGS AT 10:30 
 

Card fee $8 per player 
Winners each direction earn a half free play!!! 

 
SPECIAL GAMES THIS MONTH!! 

 
Unit Pizza Party at San Felipe Feb 1 

 
ASHLAND AND san fel ipe clubS closed feb 14 AND 15 

for sacramento REGIONAL 
 
Easybridge!  Games continue every Saturday at noon.  We will possibly 
have a new venue starting Feb 9.  Look for the announcement.  Any 
player with fewer than 150 Masterpoints may play in these games.   
 
Come with or without a partner.  If you need a partner, please  
e-mail or call Charlie.  (510) 329-5916 or cconrad313@aol.com 
Coffee, tea, and snacks provided!! 
 
All player master points are averaged among pair or team members for 
purpose of stratifying the game. 
 
For announcements and game results, please see our website: 
http://charlieconrad.bridgeforyou.com  



    Hayward Easybridge Club 
 

                               Manager/Director: Jim Solomon    510-538-9889    LSJ63@yahoo.com 
 

Website:  http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com 
 
     Sponsored by the Hayward Area Recreation and Parks District (H.A.R.D.) 
 

 
                      

Thursday Afternoons       Weekes Park Community Center 
  Newcomer Lesson and Stratified Game (0–20 MP): 12:00–3:30 p.m.         27182 Patrick Avenue 
  Intermediate Lesson and Stratified/Limited Game (0–300 MP): 12:30–4:00 p.m.        Hayward  94544 

 
 

You didn’t hear from us last month, but the Hayward Easybridge Club is alive and well. Since our last 
report we’ve held three special games, the first of which was our participation on December 6th in 
the ACBL Western Conference’s Holiday Sectional Tournament at Clubs (STaC). Drayton Swartz & 
Terry Gardner had a terrific 66.67% game, good enough not only for tops in our game but also first 
overall (as well as first in the B and C strats) among the 146 pairs participating in that afternoon’s 
non-Life Masters competition. With that, the 1.03 silver masterpoints that Drayton & Terry earned in 
our game were supplanted by an award of 8.20 silver—quite a haul for an afternoon’s work. Dottie 
Reid & Jean Wood also did well in the Western Conference results for that game, coming in sixth 
overall. 

 
On December 20th we finished the 2012 year with our Winter Club Championship game. First 
overall (and first in the B strat) were Gloria Uhl & Ruth Davis; Suzanne & Jeff Hall topped the 
strat C pairs.  

 
On January 24th we participated in ACBL’s efforts to offer relief to victims of last October’s 
Hurricane Sandy in the New York-New Jersey area with a special Club Charity Championship game. 
Gerry Fisher & Gwen Vallio claimed first overall, and the Halls were first in strats B and C. 

 
In February we’ll be participating in another special ACBL game, an Interclub Championship on the 
28th. In that we’ll be competing against some 20 other clubs across North America, playing predealt 
hands and receiving hand records at the end of the game. 

 
In Fremont during December we held a STaC game, won by Barbara Watts & LaVonne Addison, 
and a Club Championship game on the 11th, in which we had a three-way tie between Barb and 
husband Bill, Gloria Uhl & Linda Yazell, and Carol Ackerman & Barbara Hansen. That game 
spelled the end of the year for the Fremont Easybridge Club; the club is currently inactive. 

 
Our highest masterpoint honors for December went to Drayton Swartz, and with that he capped 
off another stellar year, repeating as our top masterpoint winner for 2012. For that he’ll enjoy free 
plays in four consecutive games this year (he’s begun cashing in on them already!), as well as one for 
the month of December. High masterpoint winner for January was Gloria Uhl (a first for her!), and 
she has one free play awaiting her. 



 
 

Ashland Bridge Club (ASH) 
Ashland Community Center, 1530 167th Avenue, San Leandro  94578 

San Felipe Park Community Center, 2058 D Street, Hayward, Ca 94541 
Thursday        10:30 am  Open/Stratified 
Friday(SFP location)          10:30 am  Open/Stratified 

Director:  Charlie Conrad  329-5916; Barbara Dabney 599-6308 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fremont Bridge Club (FBC) 
Centerville Community Center, 3355 Country Drive, Fremont 94536 

Monday  10:30 am  Open/Stratified    
Director:  Barbara Dabney 599-6308 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Hayward Easybridge Club (HEC) (0 - 300 MP)   

Weekes Park Community Center, 27182 Patrick Ave, Hayward  
Thursday       1:00 pm (12:30 Lesson)  Stratified/Limited (0 - 300 MP) 

Director: Jim Solomon  538-9889 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Marina Bridge Club (MBC) 
Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro  94579 

Tuesday      10:30 am  Open/Stratified 
Director: Terry Terzian 581-4424 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
San Leandro Easybridge Club (SLE) (0-50 MP) 

Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro  94579 
Saturday  12 noon   Presentors: Charlie Conrad 329-5916; Jan Hollowell 783-8678 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Redwood Bridge Club (RBC) 

Kenneth Aitken Community Center, 17800 Redwood Road, Castro Valley  94546 
           Monday    12:25 pm Open,  999er & Non-Life Master Sections  (12:10 Lesson) 

Wednesday    11:15 am Open/Stratified & Non-Life Master Sections   
Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2012 Unit 500 Board of Directors 
Bob Bauman 727-1244, Bill Beeson 468-3590, Charlie Conrad 733-5311, Zoe Foster (925) 735-1932, 

Carla Francis 582-5288, Kate Hare 865-4143,  Jan Hollowell 783-8678,  
Susan Lampert 278-5322, Mary Ramos 537-4355, Isie Stefani (925) 485-3285,  

and Ann Vargas 886-5333 
District 21 Contract Bridge Forum Unitscope Reporter:   Charlie Conrad 733-5311   
Table Talk Editor:   Carla Francis   582-5288  Webmaster:  Bill George  538-2449 
 


