
Table Talk – March 2013 
 

District 21         South County Unit 500                    ACBL 
 

 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
 
   

    1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
RBC 
ACBL 
Senior 
Game 

 
 

5  
MBC 
ACBL 

Inter-club 
Championship 

6 
 

7 
ASH, 
HEC 

Unit Game 

8 
SFP 
Club 

Championship 
 

9 
 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14  
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 
 

 

18 
 

19 
MBC 
Club 

Championship 

20 
RBC* 

“Improve 
your 
Slam 

Bidding”  
Class 

10:40AM 
 

21 
ASH 

Charity 
Game 

 
HEC 
Club 

Championship 
 

22 
SFP 

Charity 
Game 

23 
 

  24 
 
 
 
 
 
31 

25 
 

26 
  

27 
RBC* 

“Improve 
your 
Slam 

Bidding”  
Class 

10:40AM 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

Table Talk Volume XLVII No. 3 
http://unit500.bridgeforyou.com 

HEC:  Hayward Easybridge Club 
SFP: San Felipe Bridge Club  
ASH:  Ashland Bridge Club 
*Terry is offering this new class before 
Wed game.  “Improve your Slam Bidding”  
Keycard Blackwood 101 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
 

BADGES. BADGES, BADGES!   Our Unit is now taking orders for badges so 
if you are thinking of getting one, now is the time.  We do this approximately 
once a year and really like the idea of our players wearing them.  I notice that 
players coming from other units usually wear them and it makes it much easier 
to remember their names.  And if you are playing in tournaments, you really 
want one to show off your name and city. 

We have changed the date of our next unit-sponsored game so want you to know 
the correct date.  We will be holding a pairs game on Friday, April 26 at 11:30 at the Marina 
Community Center.  We will be serving lasagna and hope to have a good turn-out.  Flyers and sign-up 
sheets will be out later this month. The winners of the Ace of Clubs and Mini-McKenney awards have 
been announced for 2012.  Awards will be presented at this April event. 

I was unable to attend the District 21 meeting last month but have learned that Terry Terzian was 
thanked for his work during the national tournament.  The I/N program under his direction was the most 
successful in NABC history.  Wow!  Terry, very impressive! 

Jeff Hack (jnamyats@aol.com) is the Charity Chairman for D21 so if you know of a worthy charity 
please contact him.  The deadline is July 4th. 

Our Saturday Easybridge! game is no longer meeting at the Marina.  We are searching 
for a new home for this class.  Meanwhile if you are interested in attending, please 
contact Charlie or Jan for the location.  We want to keep this class active and increase its 
membership.    

 

Every now and then, we like to remind players that we welcome new members to our unit with a letter 
and three free games to be used at any of our clubs.  Since the cost of joining ACBL as a new member is 
just $28, we are actually reimbursing you for most of the cost of the first year.  So if you know of 
anyone who is interested in joining or transferring, please share this information with them.  We need 
and welcome new members to Unit 500. 

Hildegard Leslie is updating our telephone directory so please take a moment at the clubs to check your 
information to be sure you are listed correctly.  Or add your name to the list if it isn’t there. 

Have a Happy St. Patrick’s Day and I wish you the luck of the Irish at the tables! 

Jan Hollowell, President 

 

Note:   Ann Vargas is the Board Member responsible for hospitality.  She mails condolences to the families of 
unit members who have passed away and get well cards to those who are ill.  Please let her know when you hear 
of such players.  Phone 510-886-5333 (leave a message if she’s not home) or email Iwalk4fun@aol.com. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Snapshots and Sound Bites of Years Gone By (SaSY) 

by 
D. Lynn Shaeffer, Ph.D. 

February 2013 
 

Lynn is a fairly recent edition to Unit 500, having joined about two years ago, along with 
his bridge partner, Harvey Rosenberg. They were attracted to Redwood Bridge Club 
because they anticipated that they could make a few friends and a minimum of enemies. 
One of them has succeeded at the former, and the other has succeeded at the latter. Lynn 
and Harvey feel right at home here. Lynn, having taken up duplicate bridge a little over 
three years ago, continues to learn that the game is more complicated than meets his eyes. 
(And he can’t see very well at that.) 
 
Lynn hails from a small town (Apollo) near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (Go Steelers). After 
graduating from high school, he attended Carnegie Institute of Technology (CIT), which 
is now Carnegie Mellon University, where he earned a B.S. degree in physics and met his 
wife-to-be (Carrie). They met while both were active in an organization called Inter 
Varsity Christian Fellowship. They were attracted to each other because their 
personalities were of opposite polarity. Carrie was good with people, and Lynn was not. 
Carrie majored in electrical engineering, and was the second woman ever to graduate in 
engineering from CIT. After graduation, Carrie (one year ahead of Lynn) went on to 
work at RCA in Princeton, where she worked on our country’s first weather satellite, 
Nimbus I. After Lynn graduated, they were married in Princeton, just eight days after 
President Kennedy was assassinated and at a time when Lynn had just reported for active 
duty in the Army. Carrie currently works part-time as Controller for an East Bay 
mortgage brokerage firm so that Lynn has money to play bridge. 
 
After serving two years in the Army as a Lt. commanding a company of 400 enlisted men 
at the forefront of the Vietnam War in Yuma, Arizona, Lynn was awarded a National 
Science Foundation fellowship to go back to graduate school at the University of 
Pittsburgh, where he earned a doctorate in plasma astrophysics. He went on to work at a 
number of companies and institutions, including NASA Goddard Space Flight Center and 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory (where he worked on thermonuclear fusion), before he 
ended up at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL). He retired in 2010 after 
more than 20 years of service at LLNL.  
 
Lynn’s career spanned a number of exciting endeavors that produced thrill of victory and 
agony of defeat. Just prior to going to LLNL, Lynn formed his own research corporation 
for the purpose of conducting research on the effects of radiation on superconducting 
electronics. Also before going to LLNL, Lynn worked at Physics International in San 
Leandro where he did a lot of research on the properties of solid rocket propellants, an 
activity that was motivated by the killing of a number of individuals handling such 
materials under unsafe conditions.  At LLNL, he spent a lot of time studying 



electromagnetic phenomenology associated with high altitude nuclear explosions. He also 
attempted to develop new technologies for monitoring and verifying international nuclear 
test ban treaties. That work led to cooperative efforts with Russian scientists in Russia 
and in Kazakhstan. That experience was quite rewarding because it put faces and 
personalities with people who had been considered our enemies for years. Interactions 
with these scientists created a whole new perspective on foreign cultures and on the 
feelings and motivations of their denizens. Lynn also led an experimental team to the 
outback of Australia to conduct research on ionospheric phenomena. There his team had 
to carry all their required water and gasoline due to the remoteness of the location. 
Lynn’s research over the years resulted in the publication of over 100 reports and 
research articles, both classified and unclassified. He has published numerous articles in 
many prestigious scientific journals. 
 
Unlike Phileas Fogg, whose sole pastimes were reading the papers and playing whist in 
Jules Verne’s “Around the World in 80 Days,” Lynn has a wide range of interests and 
hobbies. He and his wife enjoy attending the activities of their four grandchildren, 
dancing to ballroom music, walking and bicycling, and working on photography together. 
Lynn is an award-winning photographer, who loves taking pictures of his grandchildren 
and of nature. Lynn and his wife serve together as Deacons in a Presbyterian church. In 
addition, he and his wife enjoy international travel. They have been to six continents and 
approximately 30 countries. They have been stuck in the desert in Kazakhstan, stranded 
in Rome during 9/11, and sat beside the co-owner of a hotel in Moscow who was 
assassinated by the Russian mafia. Lynn, over the years, has enjoyed playing basketball 
and racquetball, although those activities have now ceased due to a pinched nerve in his 
neck. He is also a student of the German and Russian languages, but is far from being 
fluent in them. He is performing research for a historical novel centered in the mid-
eighteenth century. In addition, Lynn is a very active genealogist, researching his family 
history, which he has traced back to the mid-1600s. He also enjoys playing Mozart on the 
piano. He pursues interest in the relationship between science and Christianity, and at 
various times teaches theology in his church. Finally, Lynn is working with a local 
Rotary club to raise funding to support the efforts of Powering Potential, a non-profit 
organization that is placing computers and solar power in schools in Tanzania, Africa. 
(See http://www.poweringpotential.org) 
 
Lynn and his wife have two grown sons, both of whom live in the Bay area. They 
attended USC where they were both awarded USC’s highest academic scholarships and 
both graduated at the top of their classes. The oldest son was a Rhodes Scholar candidate. 
Both sons went on to obtain advanced degrees in electrical engineering at Stanford. The 
oldest son is now Sr. Director of Engineering at Invensense, and the youngest is the Head 
of a new electronics research laboratory being established by Samsung in Silicon Valley. 
They are both also involved in music programs at their respective churches. The oldest is 
a keyboardist and the youngest is a bassist. Lynn and his wife will celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary this year by taking their family to Disney World in Florida. 
 
Like Phileas Fogg, Lynn views the playing of cards as “a contest, a struggle with a 
difficulty, yet a motionless, unwearying struggle, congenial to his tastes.” Lynn also 
looks forward to the continual development of enduring friendships with the members of 
Redwood Bridge Club.  

 



The South County News – March 2013 
By Charlie Conrad 
 
Yes, we still have an Easybridge! game!!  But right now, it's a "floating" game because 
we couldn't agree on terms with Marina.  We're thankful to Barbara Folse and Barbara 
Dabney for opening up their homes to us.  We play every Saturday at noon.  Please call 
Jan Hollowell or me to find out where the games are.  Any player with fewer than 150 
Masterpoints is welcome to play.  You can come with or without a partner. 
 
Advancements: 
Linda Duchscherer is a Junior Master; Gerry Fisher, Nancy Oehrle, and Gloria Uhl 
achieved Sectional Master rank; Bob Bauman and Drayton Swartz are now Regional 
Masters, and Tina Chen has become a NABC Master.  Congrats to all! 
 
North American Pairs: 
This is a huge grass roots competition.  Our District held the finals in late January and 
early February.  We were well represented in the final standings.  Rajan Jeyakumar 
finished third in A flight.  Bin Liang won the B flight and a paid trip to the Spring 
Nationals in St. Louis.  Kevin Schoenfeld was fifth in this flight.  Way to go!!  The club 
level of this competition will start again in June at all of your local clubs. 
 
San Mateo Sectional: 
Jonathan Sloves and Andy Sass were 5th in the Saturday morning 100-200-300 pairs.  
Bin Liang, Steve Chen, Sarah Chen were 4th in bracket I of the bracketed teams.  
Bonnie Janzen was first in Bracket II. 
 
Sacramento Regional: 
In the Cupid Gold Pairs, Charlie Tonelli was 4th overall, while Hugh Erbe was 5th in B.  
In the Jackson Knockout Teams, Stephen Castellino was in the winning team in Bracket 
II.  Jerry Brown and Kay Folsom tied for third in Bracket III.  Ann Conrad, Bob 
Hamilton, Valerie Byrne and this reporter finished 3rd in B in the Sunday Evening 
Swiss.   
 
The next big unit event will be the lasagna feast pairs event on Friday, April 26.  This is a 
change from the event originally announced for April 12. 



     ASHLAND BRIDGE CLUB 
              Ashland Community Center 
               1530 167th Avenue, San Leandro CA  
            Director:  Charlie Conrad 
 
              San Felipe Park Community Center 
                                      2058 D St., Hayward CA 
     Directors:  Charlie Conrad and Barbara Dabney 

 
THERE'S A GREAT BRIDGE GAME WAITING FOR YOU!! 

At Ashland, THURSDAY MORNINGS AT 10:30 
At San Felipe, FRIDAY  MORNINGS AT 10:30 
 

Card fee $8 per player 
Winners each direction earn a half free play!!! 

 
SPECIAL GAMES in march!! 

• Unit game at Ashland March 7th 
• Club Championship at San Felipe March 8th 

 
Easybridge!  Games every Saturday at noon.  We are still looking for a 
permanent venue; now we're playing at different players' homes.  Look 
for an announcement or contact Jan Hollowell or me.  Any player with 
fewer than 150 Masterpoints may play in these games.  We'll have a 
Club Championship game March 16th if we can get enough tables. 
 
Come with or without a partner.  If you need a partner, please  
e-mail or call Charlie.  (510) 329-5916 or cconrad313@aol.com 
Coffee, tea, and snacks provided!! 
 
All player master points are averaged among pair or team members for 
purpose of stratifying the game. 
 
For announcements and game results, please see our website: 
http://charlieconrad.bridgeforyou.com  



    Hayward Easybridge Club 
 
                               Manager/Director: Jim Solomon    510-538-9889    LSJ63@yahoo.com 

 
Website:  http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com 

 
     Sponsored by the Hayward Area Recreation and Parks District (H.A.R.D.) 
 

 
                      

Thursday Afternoons       Weekes Park Community Center 
  Newcomer Lesson and Stratified Game (0–20 MP): 12:00–3:30 p.m.         27182 Patrick Avenue 
  Intermediate Lesson and Stratified/Limited Game (0–300 MP): 12:30–4:00 p.m.        Hayward  94544 
 
       **  Times and/or sequence of events on game day may change after March 21st ** 
 
Due to a scheduling conflict with a H.A.R.D. dance class beginning on March 21st, we will be changing the 
times of our Thursday lessons and games. Please stay tuned for details. If you plan to visit us for the first time 
on the 21st or thereafter, please contact me (preferably by e-mail; see contact information above) to get the late-
breaking news. 
 
We celebrated ACBL’s Junior Fund month—February—with two championship games. On the 7th Pam 
Fisher & Kate Hare were the big winners (first overall), and Jeff & Suzanne Hall were first in the B and C 
strats. On the 21st Dottie Reid & Drayton Swartz claimed first overall; Ron & Barbara Gross were first in B, 
and Bob & Lauri Doherty first in strat C. 
 
We’ll finish up February by participating in an ACBL Interclub Championship Game on the 28th. In March we 
have two special games: a Unit Championship game on the 7th and our winter Club Championship on the 21st. 
Come join us. 

 
*NEWS FOR FREMONT BRIDGE CLUB* From Barbara Dabney 
 
 
"Beginning March 18, 2013, Monday's Fremont Bridge game will be held in my home. I 
have changed my living/dining room into a card room.  I can easily handle 8 tables all 
together now.  Since I will not have to pay rent for the space, I am going to charge $5.00 
for a game.  Call or email me for the address.  So come one, come all and see our new 
environment.  You might be surprised how your game will improve with this small 
change. 
 
In addition, since we will be in Hayward, we will need a new name.  The players will 
primarily be from Fremont, Newark, Milpitas, Union City and Hayward.  We will have a 
contest - if you submit a name to be considered, you will win 1/2 a free game.  If you win 
the contest, you will receive a free game.  Please submit all names for consideration by 
March 31,2013 to barbarad@comcast.net or 510-5999-6308 or just let me know when 
you see me at a game.  The current "regulars" will have a say, but the final decision will 
be made by me.  Many thanks to each of you who support our game." 



 
 

Ashland Bridge Club (ASH) 
Ashland Community Center, 1530 167th Avenue, San Leandro  94578 

San Felipe Park Community Center, 2058 D Street, Hayward, Ca 94541 
Thursday        10:30 am  Open/Stratified 
Friday(SFP location)          10:30 am  Open/Stratified 

Director:  Charlie Conrad  329-5916; Barbara Dabney 599-6308 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fremont Bridge Club (FBC) 
Call or email Director for location 

Monday  10:30 am  Open/Stratified    
Director:  Barbara Dabney 599-6308 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Hayward Easybridge Club (HEC) (0 - 300 MP)   

Weekes Park Community Center, 27182 Patrick Ave, Hayward  
Thursday       1:00 pm (12:30 Lesson)  Stratified/Limited (0 - 300 MP) 

Director: Jim Solomon  538-9889 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Marina Bridge Club (MBC) 
Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro  94579 

Tuesday      10:30 am  Open/Stratified 
Director: Terry Terzian 581-4424 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
San Leandro Easybridge Club (SLE) (0-50 MP) 

Call Presentor(s) for location 
Saturday  12 noon   Presentors: Charlie Conrad 329-5916; Jan Hollowell 783-8678 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Redwood Bridge Club (RBC) 

Kenneth Aitken Community Center, 17800 Redwood Road, Castro Valley  94546 
           Monday    12:25 pm Open,  999er & Non-Life Master Sections  (12:10 Lesson) 

Wednesday    11:15 am Open/Stratified & Non-Life Master Sections   
Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2013 Unit 500 Board of Directors 
Bob Bauman 727-1244, Bill Beeson 468-3590, Charlie Conrad 733-5311, Zoe Foster (925) 735-

1932, Carla Francis 582-5288, Kate Hare 865-4143,  Jan Hollowell 783-8678,  
Susan Lampert 278-5322, Mary Ramos 537-4355, Isie Stefani (925) 485-3285,  

and Ann Vargas 886-5333 
District 21 Contract Bridge Forum Unitscope Reporter:   Charlie Conrad 733-5311   
Table Talk Editor:   Carla Francis   582-5288  Webmaster:  Bill George  538-2449 
 


